[Callosotomy in the treatment of "catastrophic" drug-resistant epilepsy in children].
The aim of this paper was to assess the preliminary results of callosotomy in children with "catastrophic" drug-resistant epilepsy. During the last 5 years, we performed callosotomy in 8 cases. Indications were: "catastrophic" drug-resistant epilepsy with frequent seizures, progressive psychomotor and intellectual deterioration, generalised structural and functional abnormalities in neuroimaging and neurophysiological studies. These children were of the mean age of 6 years, with the mean duration of illness 58 months. In the mean follow-up time of 27 months the following results were obtained: Engel class II--3 cases; class III--4 cases and class IV--1 case. Any intellectual improvement was noted in 2 cases only. (1) callosotomy effectively reduces the frequency and severity of seizures in children with drug-resistant epilepsy; (2) in spite of reduced seizures, in the majority of cases no significant psychomotor and/or intellectual improvement was achieved; (3) callosotomy did not produce any permanent morbidity.